carefully examined, that there is little wonder that every new agent presented should absorb attention for the time being, and monopolize a mind not sufficiently capacious to entertain more than one idea at a time. One single part of a great whole becomes so exaggerated by exclusive consideration that it engrosses the whole field, and everything else is lost to sight. Thus, one afflicted with some obscure, recondite, disease, may apply in succession to all the medical specialists, and in turn be told that the source of his illness is in the lungs, the throat, the stomach, the nerves, the genitalia, the eyes, or the teeth. And the opinion will in each case be an honest one, for constant contemplation of one organ, or set of organs, has so exaggerated its importance that, remotely or immediately, they find it connected with every physical aberration.
When chemistry emerged from the dark ages of catalysis and spontaneous transmutation or atony as to subject them to the action of microbes from which it is usually supposed that they have immunity. I have the skull of an old male gorilla which had a very bad alveolar abscess, the result of caries of the teeth, and I have another skull of a female gorilla that suffered from undoubted pyorrhoea. I also have a case of exaggerated antral abscess in a gorilla. You know that this animal has never yet been kept in a state of captivity.
In a condition of entire health nature has made provision for the destruction of invading bacteria. Whether the theories of Metchnik<jff be true, and the peculiar power to digest and devour them rests in the leucocytes of the blood,or whether microbicidic action may be found in some other function, we cannot now positively say. But we do know that until the tone of the system be in some way depressed, there is immunity from the usual pathogenic organism. That the spores of different ferments vary.in virulence is of course a fact, but that does not affect the truth of the principle.
A tooth that has lost its pulp cannot be said to be in a normal condition. Yet in the healthy mouth, if proper precautions have been taken and if the right mechanical measures for its protection shall have been employed, we know that it is secure against the attack of disease under ordixiary circumstances. We know that in many instances a pulp has been destroyed in the most slovenly way imaginable, without any regard even for decent cleanliness, a filling has been inserted over the devitalized pulp without even an attempt to remove the contents of the root-canal, and it has remained in an apparent good condition for years. We know that until within a comparatively short time the roots of teeth were filled without antiseptic precautions, because thexondition was not then comprehended, and yet they were sometimes well saved. 
